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In the mid-nineteenth century, New Haven was a thriving and transforming metropolis. 
A city resident would likely have spent much of his or her time around the New Haven Green, the 
town’s center of government, culture, and business.  The Green blended the past with the 
urbanizing present.  It was dotted with more than one hundred maple and elm trees that had been 
planted in the 1830s and also featured gas lamps installed in 1849 for nighttime activities.  Three 
large churches built in the early 1800s stood in the center of the Green.   To the north, Elm Street 
was lined with large houses owned by a handful of prosperous families.  To the east, City Hall 
was built on Church Street in 1861.  And to the south, Chapel Street was the heart of New 
Haven’s commerce, boasting shops that sold candles, books, dry goods, clothing, hardware, and 
other products.  A visitor to town might stay at the bustling corner of College and Chapel Streets 
in the luxurious New Haven Hotel, which opened in 1851 and which probably hosted Abraham 
Lincoln when he stopped in Connecticut during his 1860 presidential campaign.
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 Developing transportation helped commerce and industry fourish in the city.  In the 
early 1800s, residents invested in steamboat lines to move people and products between New 
York and New Haven.  In 1835, a canal opened that connected the city to Northampton, MA and 
thereby the Connecticut River.  And in 1848, the canal was made obsolete when railroad lines 
allowed even faster travel from New Haven to Hartford and other inland locales. 
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New Haven’s harbor remained busy, with ships sending carriages, springs, clocks, boots, 
and locks that had been produced in the city to ports across the country.  Advanced technology 
created job opportunities in a number of industries.  Oliver Winchester invested in a new type of 
rife that was produced by the New Haven Arms Company.  Chauncey Jerome helped establish 
the New Haven Clock Company, which employed 300 people in 1861.  And the Strouse-Adler 
Company was a leader in corset manufacturing, an industry that employed nearly 3,000 workers 
by the late nineteenth century. 
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Much of the work done in New Haven revolved around the production of carriages, 
ranging from fancy, covered vehicles to simple, open wagons.  In 1860, there were 41 carriage 
manufacturers in New Haven, many located in the Wooster Square neighborhood.  Together 
those factories produced more carriages than any other American city. Around 10 percent of 
people in  the city did some work that contributed to carriage manufacture.  The vast majority, but 
not all, of those workers were men.  Many carriage makers assembled parts that had been 
purchased from other specialized industries.  In small shops across the city, workers produced 
wheels, axels, springs, lamps, locks, knobs, and handles that could be used for carriages.  During 
the Civil War, the industry adapted to make vehicles that could transport military supplies.  And 
after the war, the carriage industry became a center of early labor organization. In 1866, several 
hundred carriage makers petitioned for labor regulations including an eight-hour workday.  Their 
protest represented broader trends in the city’s development.  New Haven’s population increased 
from about 20,000 in 1850 to more than 50,000 in 1870, and many of those new residents were 
industrial workers.  Population, commerce, and industry were all booming, which presented new 
opportunities and challenges for people who lived and worked in New Haven. 
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