Art Lesson Plan. 3rd grade

By Polly Fiddler and Hannah Leckman

Felice Varini is an abstract painter from Europe.  He paints very large outdoor murals that appear to be quite different depending on where the viewer is standing.  Because of a visual trick similar to one in a 3-D movie, the artwork can be seen both as a simple geometric figure and as a multitude of painted pieces around a large area.  

Felice Varini chose New Haven as the place to paint his first large-scale public mural in the United States.  The artwork, Square with four circles, can be found in Temple Plaza near New Haven Green.  A second mural by Varini can be seen in the main hall of the New Haven Free Public Library. 

A lesson plan to engage third grade students in Felice Varini’s Square with four circles and to introduce them to the idea of anamorphic art.  Through the process of creating their own pieces, the students will begin to understand how Varini’s mural works. 

Materials:

1.   
A ruler for all the measuring, and to help with crisp folding.

2.
Oaktag, 4 x 12 inches, folded accordion style into 6 sections, each 2 inches wide.

3.
Two photos (or drawings), 4 x 6, each cut into three two-inch strips

4.
Glue

Procedure:
Arrange a field trip to Temple Plaza in downtown New Haven, the site of Varini's mural.  Using an image of the whole figure, challenge the students to find the exact vantage point.  Encourage the students to discover how the mural changes depending on where he/she is standing.  Varini painted on multiple planes and yet, when the artwork is seen from a single place, Square with four circles appears two-dimensional.  Discuss this phenomenon.

Terminology:
Wall painting or mural, anamorphic art, viewpoint, fragment, perspective, distortion, optical trick 

Sources:
www.siteprojects.org   www.varini.org
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